
Introduction to the Parish and its Council

Towednack Parish is a community with a strong sense of identity consisting of approximately
400 inhabitants. It lies in an area, most of which is designated as an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. It comprises of the village of Nancledra and the hamlets of Amalebra,
Amalwhidden, Amalveor, Georgia, Trevega, Penderleath, Coldharbour, Breja, Churchtown,
Chypons and Cripplesease. The Red River and its tributaries flow through the southern part of
the parish, down through the valley of Nancledra finally meeting the sea at Marazion.

It is now largely an agricultural parish, although it also has a range of artists living and working
in the parish including glassblowers, potters, textile artists, a silversmith and painters. As well
as agriculture, tourism is important to the parish economy. Visitors come to enjoy the
footpaths, the landscape, archaeological sites and proximity to the coastal towns of St Ives and
Penzance. There are camp sites and holiday cottages available, but the parish is fortunate that
there are not so many that visitors outnumber the locals and there are very few ‘second homes’
in the parish. This helps to keep the community alive and vibrant.

The centre of the community of Towednack Parish is the village of Nancledra.
The community is lucky to have an excellent village school and nursery, a village hall (The
Gilbert Hall), a parish church (Towednack Parish Church) a parish cemetery, a local pub (The
Engine Inn at Cripplesease) and a bus service to St Ives and Penzance. In 2020, volunteers
opened a thriving village shop which currently operates Thursday to Sunday at the Gilbert Hall.

The Parish Council consists of seven Councillors and meetings are generally held on the last
Tuesday of every month in the Gilbert Hall. The Parish Council is responsible for the cemetery,
the village amenity area, and the maintenance of its many footpaths and coast path. It has a
close working relationship with Towednack Church and the Gilbert Hall Trustees and
contributes a regular article to Cledry Calling, the Nancledra and District Community Newsletter


