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MINUTES

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council was held on 16th May 2017 at 7.00pm in The Gilbert Hall, Nancledra.

PRESENT:  Mr K Hughes, Mr J Brookes, Mr D Carr, Mrs J Evans, Mr G Hollow, Mr L Hollow & Mrs A Philip.

IN ATTENDANCE: Fiona Drew (Clerk) 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  4 members of the public were present to discuss Planning Applications and other matters.

The meeting opened at 7.05pm – all Councillors had signed their Declarations of Acceptance of Office which had been witnessed by the Clerk.

1. APOLOGIES:  None

2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN: 
Councillor Carr proposed that Councillor Hughes be elected Chairman.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Evans and carried.

3. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN:  
Councillor Hughes proposed that Councillor Brookes be elected Vice-Chairman.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Evans.  Councillor Carr proposed that Councillor L Hollow be elected Vice-Chairman.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor G Hollow. Voting took place on both proposals and Councillor Brookes was duly elected as Vice Chairman with a majority of 4-3.

4. SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE BY CHAIRMAN & VICE-CHAIRMAN:
Declarations of Acceptance of Office were signed by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and witnessed by the Clerk.

5. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
The Chairman declared interests as the Councillor for St Ives Town Council, West Ward for the Conservative Party, a Charitable Trustee & Board member of the Cornwall Community Flood Forum and as a Councillor of Zennor Parish Council. The Chairman also sits on a quarterly advisory group for the MP, Derek Thomas.  He Chairs the Dark Skies Policy Group and Councillor Brookes is Vice Chair of the Dark Skies Group and also Chairman of Zennor Parish Council.

6. DETERMINTATION OF REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION: None

7. CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT and DIARY:
The Chairman said that he was delighted that Andrew Mitchell would be our Cornwall Councillor again for the next four years.  He confirmed that he had come second to Councillor Mitchell in the elections but felt that they have always worked well together and wanted to welcome him back to working with the Parish Council.  He reported that his diary has been very busy during the run up to the elections, including visits from the Prime Minister, Chris Grayling and Angela Leadsom, all of which had benefited the Parish.  If there had been mobile signal there could have been a ten minute phone link with the PM tonight.  He had declined an invitation to the Mayor’s dinner at St Ives due to other commitments and had attended Zennor Parish Council last Tuesday.  He was due to attend a Cornwall Flood Forum meeting next month and a Dark Skies group meeting with Cornwall Council & the Isles of Scilly.

8. APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON THE TRUSTEES OF THE GILBERT HALL COMMITTEE:
Councillor Evans confirmed that she was happy to continue unless anyone else wants to take it on.  The Chairman proposed that Councillor Evans be the Council representative on the Board of Trustees.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Philip and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: Councillor Evans to be the Council representative on the Gilbert Hall Board of Trustees.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.15 for Public Participation, and reopened the meeting at 7.23pm.

9. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING HELD ON 25TH APRIL 2017: 
The minutes, previously circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as a true record.  

10. MATTERS ARISING: 
a) Church Road: Discussion took place regarding the work done previously by Cormac.  The Clerk reported that following a complaint to Cormac they had rectified the work very quickly and everyone was now happy with the work.  Ellen Carter on behalf of the PCC had emailed to say how much they appreciated the speed with which the Council had acted following initial complaints and had told the Clerk that she would raise the matter of the £500 owing to the Council from the PCC at their next meeting this week. 

b) Penderleath Campsite: 
The Clerk read out correspondence from both Planning and the Environment Agency in relation to this matter.  The Chairman asked the Clerk to write to Mr Trevorrow to confirm why the EA could not get involved at this stage.  ACTION: The Clerk to write to Mr Trevorrow.

c) Phone Box: 
The PCC would be meeting on 23rd May at 7.30pm and Julie Curtis had emailed to invite the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to this meeting.  Both confirmed they would be able to attend.  ACTION:  The Clerk to notify Julie Curtis that the Chairman & Vice-Chairman can attend.

d) Finger Post Coldharbour Corner: The Chairman confirmed that the distance had been measured to Zennor as just over 3 miles.  The Clerk had given the go ahead to proceed with the work.  Councillor Evans queried about the bus sign currently on the post and the Chairman confirmed that the Clerk had written to First to request they find an alternative place to site it.

PCSO Terry Webb & PC Darren Saint arrived at 7.40pm.

11. POLICE MATTERS a) Crime Report:   The Chairman reiterated what he had said at the Parish Meeting about appreciating the work done by Mary Shead, for the Neighbourhood Watch, and PCSO Webb & PC Saint on behalf of the police.  He felt it was important for the police to have a presence in the Parish as they currently did.  PCSO Webb reported that there were two crimes both at the same address.  The Chairman also reported an incidence of receiving an email as fraud which turned out to be genuine.  PCSO Webb & PC Saint left the meeting at 7.45pm.

12. PLANNING: 
a) Applications: 
PA17/02959 Proposal: Conversion of redundant farm buildings to 2no unfettered dwellings. Location: Amalveor Rd from Sweet Water Trout Farm to Embla Amalveor.  Applicant: Mr I Waters. Following discussion regarding how the plans looked in regard to others in the area the Chairman proposed that the Council pass this application.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Carr and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: The Clerk to notify planning of this decision.

PA17/03568 Proposal: New dwelling house.  Location: land NNE of Nancledra School, Nancledra, Penzance.  Following discussion regarding the land being AONB and the type and size of the building, being too large and not in keeping aesthetically, the Chairman proposed that the application be turned down on the grounds that it is not in keeping with the surrounding area, doesn’t match either agriculturally or architecturally and should not be built on AONB land.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor L Hollow and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: The Clerk to notify planning of this decision.

b) Decisions: 
PA17/01848 Proposal: Agricultural Building.  Location: Land N of Lower Amalwhidden Holmans Moor Road, Towednack. Applicant: Miss Kaczmarczyk.  WITHDRAWN.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.58pm to allow Councillor Brookes to leave the room and reopened the meeting at 8.01pm when he had returned.

PA17/01289 Proposal: Change of use of land adjacent to Chylasson Barns to domestic curtilage and erection of timber outbuilding for domestic use. Location: Chylasson Barn Access to Chylasson Farm Nancledra TR20 8NG.  Applicants: Adam Rowse & Sarah Samuelson.  Discussions took place as to why this proposal was going to be refused, as the Parish Council hadn’t yet received notification of this from Planning.  Through the Chair Mr Rowse said he thought it was due to the extension to curtilage, although not sure why and that they were objecting to the size.  A discussion took place around whether it was to do with previous decisions on changing agricultural land to garden curtilage.  Council policy has always been to maintain agricultural status.  There was also a discussion around AONB land.  As the next Parish Council meeting isn’t until 27th June, and currently no correspondence has been received by the Council, the Chairman proposed that the Clerk ask for an extension for a decision from the Planning Officer.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor L Hollow and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED:  The Clerk to write to the Planning Officer to request an extension.

c) Appeals: None 

d) Pre –apps: PA17/01103/PREAPP Pre Application advice sought for three yurts for holiday use – Woonsmith Farm, Nancledra.  Applicant: Mr A Roberts.  Discussion took place regarding previous applications and decisions involving yurts and shepherds huts.  All Councillors felt from the information provided in the pre-application there was not enough to comment on at this stage.

13. HIGHWAY MATTERS:
[bookmark: _GoBack]a) Flooding at the Engine Inn:  The Chairman read out the email he had received from the Landlady of the Engine Inn, in his capacity as a Member of the Flood Forum, regarding problems they were having relating to flooding at the pub.  The Chairman had contacted Martin Alvey, of the Flood Form, and as an organization the Flood Forum can provide flood boards to stop emergency flooding but this is not a permanent solution.  Discussion took place regarding the cause of the flooding, including whether the car park at the pub was a contributing factor.  However there had been ongoing issues with flooding prior to the car park being extended which dated back to 1981.  The Chairman proposed that the Council write to Highways requesting them to come out for a site visit.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Evans and carried unanimously.  The Chairman also proposed contacting Martin Alvey of the Flood Forum to ask if they had any emergency equipment to help as a temporary measure.  Councillor G Hollow asked if this would involve any cost to the Council to which the Chairman said no.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Philip and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED:  The Clerk to write to Highways and the Flood Forum.

b) Georgia Bridge Sign:
The Clerk read out the email received from Mr Tony Clee regarding the missing sign at Georgia Bridge.  The Chairman proposed that the Council contact Highways asking for the sign and the bridge rail to be replaced.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor L Hollow and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED:  The Clerk to write to Highways regarding the sign and bridge rail.

c) Chair by Phone Box: 
A discussion took place regarding this and it was agreed that this was merely a prank.

14.FOOTPATH MATTERS: 
a) LMP contract: This had been previously circulated to all Councillors.  Councillor Evans suggested asking people, via Cledry Calling, to adopt a footpath near where they live and maintain it to help reduce costs.  A discussion took place if the Council would be liable if someone had an accident.  ACTION:  The Clerk to check regarding insurance.  The Chairman proposed accepting Chris Curnow’s quote for cutting the footpaths for 2017/18.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Philip and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: The Clerk to send Chris Curnow a new contract for 2017/18.

15. DARK SKIES UPDATE:
The Chairman updated Councillor G Hollow on what Dark Skies was.  The Chairman then reported on the take up of the survey.  Although 94% of people who responded were in favour, due to the low response rate (only 500 out of 38,000 surveys were returned) the Chairman said that he and Councillor Brookes needed to see if it was enough to carry on.  Cornwall Council were keen to get the area registered it was just a question of finding a way to do it.

16. FLOOD FORUM UPDATE:  
No further updates other than in relation to Item 13a).

17. CLEDRY MEADOW:
a) Stock Fencing & Hedging: A discussion took place surrounding what needed doing and whether stock fencing was the best option.  The Chairman proposed that the idea of putting in stock fencing is withdrawn.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Carr and carried 6-1.  Councillor G Hollow proposed that the landowner was asked to reinstate his fence as a fence.  The proposal was seconded by the Chairman and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED:   The Clerk to write to Mr Birchley to confirm that stock fencing with barbed wire was not in the best interests of the Parish and request that he block up his gate so that it can no longer be used.

b) Wall Repairs & Slate Signs:
Councillor Evans proposed that Mark Harandon repair the hedge as previously discussed.  The Chairman seconded this proposal and it was carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: Mark Harandon to complete repairs to the hedge.  A discussion then took place regarding the slate signs, No Dogs and Cledry Meadow, and it was felt that the Council couldn’t afford a new gate.  The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.57pm to allow Councillor G Hollow to go and look at the gate and reopened it at 9.00pm when he returned.  Councillor G Hollow said he could get a new gate and hang it for £80.00 and would put both signs on the gate.  The Chairman proposed that Councillor G Hollow get a gate and hang the signs.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor L Hollow and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: Councillor G Hollow to purchase and hang a new gate as agreed.

c)  Grass Cutting:
The quote from Chris Curnow for Cledry Meadow was £580.00.  Following discussion the Chairman proposed to accept the quote, on the proviso that the Meadow was cut at least once a month during the summer months to maintain the grass at an acceptable level.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor G Hollow and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: The Clerk to speak to Chris Curnow and then issue a new contract for 2017/18.

18. ELECTION RESULTS:
Councillor L Hollow proposed that a letter be sent to Andrew Mitchell congratulating him on his election win and thanking him for all his does for Towednack Parish.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Carr and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: The Clerk to write to Andrew Mitchell.

19: REVIEW OF COUNCIL DOCUMENTS:
a): Standing Orders:  The Chairman proposed that the Council’s Standing Orders as amended and previously circulated be approved.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Evans and carried unanimously. RESOLVED: The Clerk to publish on the website.

b): Financial Regulations: The Chairman proposed that the Council’s Financial Regulations as previously circulated be approved.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Evans and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED:  The Clerk to publish on the website.

20. COUNCILLOR TRAINING:
a) Code of Conduct Training:  All new Councillors had to attend this within 6 months.  Councillor G Hollow confirmed he would attend at St John’s Hall on Tuesday 23rd May 4-6pm.

b) Planning Induction Training:  Councillors Brookes and Philip confirmed that they would like to attend this training on Tuesday 6th June at Camborne 5-7.30pm.  ACTION: The Clerk to complete the relevant booking forms.

21. INSURANCE RENEWAL:  The Chairman proposed that the Insurance Renewal, as previously circulated, be approved for payment.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Carr and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: The Clerk to complete the relevant documents and return to Zenith.

22. ACCOUNTS: 
a) Summary of month’s accounts: These were circulated and are attached as an Appendix to the minutes.  Receipts totaling £2382.30 were approved for payment.

b) Annual Accounts & Audit: The Clerk reported that the Internal Audit had been completed and that she would return all paperwork to the External Auditors and publish on the website as required.  The notice would be published on the board at the Gilbert Hall on 10th June.

c) Bank Account Signatories:
The Chairman proposed removing Mark Harandon as a signatory.  The proposal was  seconded by Councillor Evans and carried unanimously.  The Chairman proposed that Councillor Brookes, as Vice-Chairman, was added as the fourth signatory.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Evans and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: The Clerk to return paperwork to Unity Trust.
23. CORRESPONDENCE:  CALC newsletters and Safer Cornwall newsletters previously circulated.  The Chairman read out an email relating to the Tour of Britain but this isn’t taking place until 2020.

24. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 27th June 2017 

25. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:  
PCC request to hold Summer Sizzler BBQ in Cledry Meadow on Saturday 12th August.
Councillors will contact the Clerk no later than Monday 19th June with items they wish to be included. 
  

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.29pm.


Signed: 				 Chairman		Date: 			
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