
A Parish Landscape Plan 

Sometimes we have to remind ourselves just how special our Parish is.  At the invitation of the 

Parish Council, County Ecologist Natasha Collings-Costello and invasive weed expert James 

Macfarlane gave a presentation earlier this year in the Gilbert Hall.  Their talk was to give us some 

pointers for a Parish Landscape Plan. 

A Landscape Plan (some would call it an Environmental Plan) aims to identify the special habitats of 

the parish.  Many of these are rare or could be threatened in the future and, as Natasha pointed out, 

many of them are unrecorded.  A plan like this can use local knowledge to help protect them – even 

by simply raising awareness. It is notable that Towednack’s landscape is under recorded in nearly all 

conservation documents. 

Towednack is actually a pilot scheme in this, and since March a small team of us have started to put 

this plan together.   

In its first stage we are identifying general areas or ecological systems that are special.  The first is 

the low wetland area in the basin below the Church and in the valley back towards the school, joined 

by the wet valley running down from Penderleath. 

These areas - rush pasture scattered with Lady’s Smock; marshy wet meadow filled with water mint; 

flooded willow carr with Yellow Flag Iris - are the sort of places that people drive past without 

noticing.  But in fact they are listed as some of the most threatened habitats in Britain. They are 

susceptible to drainage and infilling to raise and level them, as has already happened in some areas – 

in fact they are often referred to as “waste ground”. 

We are lucky that we still have these areas. 

In fact, you could say that these valleys are the heart of the parish, where the story of Skillywadden 

or Skillywidden is still preserved in the property name.  Skillywidden (the name means “white wings” 

in Cornish) was a little man found on Trendrine hill by the farmer at Trevega – but that’s a story for 

another time. Near here too is where the story of the cuckoo is set, that underpins the Towednack 

Cuckoo Feast. 

So they are not just important for their wildlife, but they embody Towednack itself. 

But there are other threats to these areas.  Not just physical human threats. There are some large 

stands of Japanese Knotweed.  A piece just a couple of millimetres long can regenerate into a new 

plant.  This plant evolved as a primary coloniser of lava slopes, which is why it is so powerful, and it 

will completely take over wetland systems.  These stands of knotweed are at the top of the Red 

River, which eventually leads down to Marazion Marsh, a site of international importance for birds.  

The only way to clear a river system of Knotweed is to start from the source and head downstream.  

So this is one weed that needs tackling.  We were also surprised to find Himalayan Balsam near 

Penderleath, and its spring loaded seed heads will spread it at a terrific rate. 

So far we have mapped this general system, just by walking the footpaths and recording what we 

see. We’ll hope to publish a general map in the future. 



There are some key areas that would be worth looking at more closely when the spring and summer 

come round again.   

Over the winter and spring months, however, it would be useful for us to know of any noteworthy 

sightings of bird species – particularly in the valleys of these wetland areas. 

So if you do see or notice anything that you think would help us with our Landscape Plan – either an 

unusual species you have seen, or an area that you think is special for wildlife, please let me know. 

This is groundroots conservation! 

Email me at:  captainofthewest@hotmail.co.uk 

Mark Harandon 
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