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31st January 2017
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MINUTES
A Meeting of the Parish Council was held on 31st January 2017 at 7.00pm in The Gilbert Hall, Nancledra.

PRESENT:
Mr K Hughes (Chairman), Mr M Harandon (Vice- Chairman), Mr J Brookes, Mr D Carr, Mr L Hollow.


IN ATTENDANCE: Fiona Drew (Clerk), Vanessa Luckwell (Community Link Officer), Councillor Andrew Mitchell (Cornwall Council).

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Mr J Thomas, Mrs E Thomas.

The Chairman welcomed Mr & Mrs Thomas to the meeting.  The Chairman also introduced Fiona Drew to all Councillors as the new Clerk.  

Mrs Thomas raised concerns about Tony Clee at Tredorwin making a road up across his fields without consent and into the road below her house.   She said a digger had been brought in to do the work, but that no one has seen any plans for a road.  She said that the same thing had happened 3 years ago when he put in a road up to Tredorwin and no one knew anything about it then.  The Chairman said that as it has not come up as a planning application we have very little concrete to go on at this stage and would like to therefore pass it over to Cornwall Council and Andrew Mitchell as he is on the Planning Committee.  Andrew Mitchell will contact Enforcement, however they can do nothing on hearsay.  Until digging starts they cannot enforce anything.

FP 30/3 & 31/1.  Hamish Gordon had looked at it.  Mr Thomas said the digger due in early January to clear the drains had not come in yet.  The Chairman said that permission had been given for it to be done and requested the Clerk to check with Hamish Gordon when work was due to start or has permission been withdrawn.  A discussion also took place regarding the stones on the lane.  The Chairman pointed out that unless someone had actually seen who threw the stones then it is only hearsay.

The Chairman thanked Mr & Mrs Thomas for attending the meeting.

1. DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS, RELATING TO ANY AGENDA ITEM: The Chairman declared interest as a Charitable Trustee of the Cornwall Community Flood Forum and as a Councillor of Zennor Parish Council. The Chairman also sits on a quarterly advisory group for the MP, Derek Thomas. 

2. DETERMINATION OF REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION: None

3. APOLOGIES: 
Mrs J Evans, Mrs A Philip, PCSO T Webb.

4. POLICE MATTERS a) Crime Report: The Clerk read the Crime Report, which is attached as an appendix to the minutes.  Three crimes had been reported, all relating to alleged Drinks Spiking at New Year whilst in a Public House.  A discussion took place about the event as Councillor Harandon had been present at the time.  There had been no-one other than locals in the pub and there was no evidence of what the substance was that their drinks had been spiked with.

11. FOOTPATH MATTERS: 
a) Byway 28:  The PC wrote to Police Inspector Jean Phillips following the last meeting to see where we stood in relation to this matter and what advice the Police would give.  Inspector Phillips reply was read out by the Chairman.  If the bank is pushed down by people, and it can be proved, then it is criminal, but if it is cattle or cannot be proved, then whoever owns the land is responsible for putting the spoil back.  Councillor Harandon said that Mr Roberts had spoken to him and feels that as the debris was put on his land without his permission that any spoil that falls over is not his responsibility.  If the rest of the spoil was cleared (e.g. by Neil Connor), he would then be prepared to put up an electric fence.  However if not he is happy to leave the spoil and let it grow in but would not then put up a fence.  The PC does not know how the spoil is falling down, as it is only hearsay.

18. CONFIRMATION FROM ANDREW GEORGE & REVIEW OF MEETING:
Previously CCLT met with the PC and discussed a 9-11 house development on AONB land. This was turned down and Councillor Mitchell offered to take it to Cornwall Council and CC turned it down.  An appeal was then turned down and costs that were asked for were also turned down.  Andrew George asked to meet with the PC and we said yes.  Do we actually need this meeting as nothing has changed.  There are currently no locals on the housing list and we only need to build three more houses before 2023 to meet criteria.  If it was an eco-friendly wood structure with 1-2 houses then would be interested.  However, as nothing has changed from the original discussions do the PC really want this meeting with Andrew George and CCLT?  Councillor Carr asked if this will be just the same thing was there any point?  Councillors Brookes & Harandon felt that discussion was important if you can use it to educate people.  Councillor Hollow proposed that the PC withdraw their offer to meet with Andrew George.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Carr and carried by 3-2.  RESOLVED: The Clerk to write to Mr George to withdraw invitation to February meeting.

7.30pm Councillor Mitchell and Mr & Mrs Thomas left the meeting

5. CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT and DIARY
The Chairman attended:
6th January – Meeting with Derek Thomas
10th January – Zennor Parish Council meeting briefly (to vote on the Pre App relating to a Phone Mast)

The Chairman will attend:
1st February – Meeting with Derek Thomas
7th February – A Statement by the Chairman will be read to the House of Lords Select Committee on Surface Water Flooding relating to surface water being a contributing factor in St Ives & Zennor floods.
21st February – Zennor Parish Council meeting

The meeting was closed at 7.40pm and reopened at 7.45pm.

6.  COUNCILLOR REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED: 
None.


7. PLANNING: 
a) Applications: None
b) Decisions: PA16/11850 Proposal: New dormer window, porch and rear extension. Location: White Croft Nancledra Hill Nancledra WITHDRAWN.  
PA16/11670 Proposal: Alterations and two-story rear extension including flue. Location: Little Amalebra, Access track to Little Amalebra, Nancledra – Council had resolved at last meeting that they objected to this proposal and to ask Ludgvan PC to take this objection into account when considering its response to this application.  Ludgvan PC did carry out a site visit before making a decision, as suggested, however they decided to support the application.   Awaiting Decision.
c) Appeals: None 
d) Pre –apps: PA16/03637 Advice for caravan as holiday let in garden of house within existing hamlet.  Location: Fairhaven Glew Hill Cripplesease Nancledra.  Applicant: John Knee.  Photos and statement were circulated and discussed.  Councillor Harandon said that Mr Knee had told him that he was proposing an Eco Lodge but on the statement it says caravan.  It was proposed by Councillor Hughes that the Pre-App should be withdrawn and amended, the proposal was seconded by Councillor Brookes and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: The Clerk will speak to the Planning Officer to inform them of the contradiction between Caravan and Lodge on the paperwork and request that the Pre-App be withdrawn and resubmitted.

8. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING HELD ON 20th December 2016: The Chairman apologized to Councillor Hollow reference the information he had been given by Sarah Mason relating to abstaining from voting.  She had now retracted her statement saying that a Councillor could not abstain and now said that, although it was good practice to vote, a Councillor was indeed entitled to abstain should they wish to do so.  The minutes, previously circulated were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as a true record.  

9. MATTERS ARISING: 
a) Signs for Village Parking Area: At the last meeting it had been agreed that the Clerk would place a notice on the Parish Council notice board pointing out that parking in this area is at car owners risk and that the car park is being monitored by the Parish Council and police.   This has not yet been done and the Chairman suggested that this should not be done as the Council did not actually monitor the Car Park and this would therefore be untrue.  It was proposed by Councillor Hollow that no sign is put up and the proposal was seconded by the Chairman and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: No further action required.

b) Insurance for PC volunteers: Following discussions at the last meeting regarding insurance for volunteer flood wardens when they are ‘on duty’ in the Parish, the Chairman confirmed that they are insured as long as they have undertaken the relevant training, are using appropriate PPI equipment and are following procedure.

c) Goats: Following the November meeting the Clerk had written to Mr Perkin as resolved and the Chairman read out Mr Perkin’s reply.  The Chairman said that the property had always been called Jack’s Meadow and not Amalebra Stamps.  Councillors discussed the issue of deeds.  Mr Perkin believed that there were concerns relating to road users and signage.  RESOLVED: The Clerk to write to Mr Perkin and refer him to the link relating Highway signage for him to follow up.

d) Giew Mine: It looks like a gateway and fences have been put up, which looks odd on the hillside.  Surely there should be planning consent.  Is it an AONB?  RESOLVED:  PC to keep an eye on what is happening there.

e) Nancledra Hill: Councillor Carr commented on the gateway being made bigger and it was discussed that this was due to needing a better view of the road on exiting the turn. 

10. HIGHWAY MATTERS: 
a) Penderleath Lane: Councillor Carr said that although the overhanging vegetation in Penderleath Lane was cut back late last year, the growth at the juncture of the road and hedge had not been ploughed for many years.  The lane gets very muddy and is more like a farm track and often floods.  The Chairman said the problem is that it is a single track unadopted road.  Cornwall Council has cut back on maintaining smaller roads.  Councillor Carr said he was waiting for the next flood to happen before he reports the problem to Highways.  RESOLVED: The Clerk to contact Highways to request a cut back to ground level and clear via the Highways link online. 

b) Finger Post Coldharbour Corner: The Chairman reported that the BBC had contacted the Clerk saying they are looking for projects. they will pay for everything.  RESOLVED: The Clerk will ask for an update from the BBC.  If the PC has to pay perhaps they could use reserve for election for Fingerpost but would need to wait and see if there was an election or not.

c) Road to China Clay Works:  A road across to the China Clay Works has appeared from just below the campsite.  Need to keep an eye on it as it looks like they are developing the Clay Works.  No-one knows of any planning application or any notification of any.  It is very hard to see what is going on as it is all sealed off and hidden by trees.  RESOLVED: The Clerk to write to Andrew Mitchell reference the work on going on at the Clay Pits with buildings and roads.  

13. FLOOD FORUM UPDATE:
A Statement by the Chairman was read to the House of Lords Select Committee on Surface Water Flooding relating to surface water being a contributing factor in St Ives & Zennor floods.  The next meeting is in March at County Hall.

14. DARK SKIES UPDATE:
The Chairman said that a survey will be going out on 20th February about Dark Skies along with 6 or 7 other questions.  It will have Derek Thomas’s name on it.  On Tuesday 13th February at 1pm the Chairman and Councillor Brookes will be live on the Laurence Read Show on Radio Cornwall.  The Chairman is hopeful that David Blaine off Spotlight will pick up on it and has already discussed filming them in darkness.  The aim is to get members of the public aware of Dark Skies and the survey and, regardless of politics, to return the card.  Dark Skies is non-political and needs everyone to get behind it.  The survey will go to every constituent in the West Cornwall & IOS Constituency.  Dark Skies is supported by the Duchy of Cornwall, AONB and the National Trust.  It is not PC led and is a separate group but is supported by Councils.  Cornwall Council now has a document in support of the Dark Skies initiative.

19. SIZE OF CORNWALL COUNCIL: 
There was discussion about reducing the size of Cornwall Council from 123 to 82 Councillors.  The Chairman felt that reducing the size would make the Council less democratic and less accountable.  Vanessa Luckwell said that the Council had more Councillors than most in other parts of the country.  Councillors had mixed views on the matter.  Councillor Brookes agreed that reducing nos would water down democracy.  Councillor Hollow asked if it would save money reducing numbers.  Councillor Harandon felt numbers should be kept as they were but questioned the role of the Chief Executive.  Vanessa Luckwell felt the CEO was best Cornwall Council had had in a long time.  Councillor Carr felt that the more people there were the more discord there was and that it was harder to come to decisions about things.  It was proposed by Councillor Hughes that the PC did not support the reduction in size of Cornwall Council and the proposal was seconded by Councillor Harandon and carried by 3-2.  RESOLVED: The Clerk would respond to the email confirming that the PC did not support the change to reducing the size of the Council. 

16. PHONE BOX UPDATE:
The Chairman had earlier this evening dialed 999 and 911 outside the phone box and neither worked (using O2 network).  He said that he would be meeting Derek Thomas tomorrow and will let him know what happened.  The Chairman had a survey which needed to be handed out on a knock / drop / collect basis to every resident in the Parish.  All surveys were pre-printed with residents’ names and addresses. The first question on the survey related to communication and mobile phone access in Nancledra.  The Chairman asked for assistance to hand out the survey and Councillors Carr and Harandon agreed to help.

8.45pm Vanessa Luckwell left the meeting and the meeting was closed to allow Councillors Brookes and Carr to move their cars.  The meeting reopened at 8.50pm.

17. LANTERN & BALLOON BAN:
The Chairman said that Cornwall Council has banned the release of lanterns and balloons on Council owned and managed land and was now looking to make a Public Spaces Protection Order preventing the release of these items from all Public Open Spaces in Cornwall.  In order to do this they needed data on the use of these items and any detrimental effect on those locally and the Chairman had therefore asked the Clerk to contact Mr Vaughan Bennett at Penhalwyn Riding Stables and get his feedback on this issue.  It was discussed if the PC supported this ban and would look at imposing a ban on any PC owned land.  The Chairman proposed supporting Cornwall Council and banning the release of any Sky Lanterns and balloons from all PC owned land (Cledry Meadow).  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Carr and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: The Clerk to put up a notice on the noticeboard at the Gilbert Hall and add to the criteria for use of Cledry Meadow.

12. CEMETERY MATTERS: 
a) Church Road: The Clerk read out the two quotes from Giles and Cormac for the two levels of work.  The PC owns the road and is allowing people to go to the Church and Cemetery.  We are probably liable if a hearse was to break an axle. If we are we cannot just leave it.  Councillors discussed putting up a sign but Councillor Brookes said that he thought this was a bad idea as was like admitting guilt but not doing anything about it.  The Chairman said that it cannot stay the way it is.  Councillor Brookes said that the National Trust do not maintain if a private road.  The Chairman said the PC could not afford £6,000 which was the most expensive quote to do all the work and suggested going halves with the Church.  Councillor Hollow proposed we pay half and request the Church to pay half based on the cheapest quote of £1620.43 & VAT from Cormac.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Brookes and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: The Clerk will write to the Church to request they split the repair costs of the Road.

21. DATES OF MAY & DECEMBER MEETINGS:
The AGM in May must be held within 14 days of the election which is 4th May.  As it was Zennor PC meeting on Tuesday 9th May it was agreed that the AGM followed by a meeting would be held on Tuesday 16th May.  Discussion took place regarding the December meeting and the Chairman proposed to hold it on Tuesday 19th December.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor Brookes and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: Meetings for May and December to be held as agreed.



15. CLEDRY MEADOW:
a) Stock Fencing & Hedging: Following discussion Councillor Brookes will ask Andrew Monteith for a quote for the stock fencing and hedging for the next meeting.

b) Gate: The Clerk read out the quote for a wooden gate.  Councillor Brookes suggested a traditional metal Cornish Gate, the cost of which would be approximately £850.  After discussion Councillor Hollow proposed that the PC wait until April when they will know if the election will go ahead or not.  The proposal was seconded by the Chairman and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: No action at present.

c) Christmas Tree Planting:  The tree was currently in Mrs Taylor’s garden and needs collecting and planting.  RESOLVED: Councillor Haradon agreed he would sort it out. 

20. GILBERT HALL TRUSTEES – KEY FOR CLERK:
The Chairman had written to Pauline Hayward asking for a key for the Clerk to assist with getting in if he was unable to attend a meeting.  This was not possible at this time due to there not being enough keys available.  The Trustees would ensure that the Hall was opened and locked as required for meetings.

22. ACCOUNTS: a) Summary of month’s accounts.
These were circulated and are attached as an Appendix to the minutes.   The Chairman proposed that a second standing cut be added as an early January cut.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Hollow and carried unanimously.  RESOLVED: The Clerk would write to Chris Curnow and ask him to add an early January cut.

23. CORRESPONDENCE.  
a) Cornwall Local Plan: The Clerk had the Cornwall Local Plan available for circulation.  There was only one copy of each document.  Councillor Carr took them to read and would return them at the next meeting.
b) Memorial bench: The Chairman read an email from Rebecca Hall reference the memorial bench that the Council had approved last year in memory of her father Frank Farnell.  He asked Councillor Hollow if he would be free on Tuesday 7th February to attend whilst the bench was put in and Councillor Hollow said he would be after 2p.m.  RESOLVED: The Clerk to email Mrs Hall to let her know Councillor Hollow would be able to attend at the Cemetery any time after 2p.m.
In addition: CALC Weekly newsletter.

24. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 28th February 2017

25. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:  
The Chairman asked that the following items be added as agenda items:
Painting the Phone Box – February meeting
Clerk’s contract for signing – April meeting
Default item – Byway 28
Councillors will contact the Clerk before the next meeting with items they wish to be included. 


There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40 p.m.



Signed……………………………..Chairman                                           Date……………………..
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